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energy solutions
s p o n s o r e d b y t h e o n ta r i o n at u r a l g a s a l l i a n c e

A courier with United Messenger fills up his delivery van with natural gas at the Flying J Shell Station in Toronto. The trucking/transportation industry is starting to embrace natural
gas as a fuel source because of its reduced cost — up to 45% less — compared with traditional fuels, as well as for the environmental benefits natural gas offers.

An advantage-filled fuel
as the price of traditional fuel rises, natural gas proves its environmental and economic value

A

new initiative aimed at
getting Ontarians involved in the provincial
energy debate — how
to best heat and power our
homes, businesses and industry — is placing the strategic
importance of natural gas in
the spotlight leading up to the
June 12 provincial election.
In order to kick-start the
dialogue and inform Ontarians about the benefits of natural gas to help lower energy
bills, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and drive economic
growth, the Ontario Natural
Gas Alliance (ONGA) has
launched www.naturalgasnow.ca, an online portal that
connects voters directly with
local candidates.
“Natural gas has been part
of Ontario’s energy mix for
well over a century. We’d like
to put a finer focus on the role
it can play as a solution to a
broad collection of economic
and environmental challenges
that the province is facing,”
says Stefan Baranski, ONGA
spokesperson.
“Natural gas is plentiful
and has become more affordable than it was a decade ago,
while other energy sources
have become more expensive. The real concern is that
only 20% of rural [Ontario]
residents have access to it,
whereas other provinces have
moved much more aggres-

sively to ensure access across
jurisdictions.”
More than 50 years ago, the
province of Alberta made it a
priority to connect rural communities to natural gas networks. This was well before
the natural gas energy boom.
More recently, provinces including Manitoba and Saskatchewan and U.S. border
states have recognized the
potential for natural gas to
fuel economic recovery and
growth by utilizing the fuel to
attract investment and industry.
It just makes sense to explore the use of natural gas to
meet our needs going forward,
says Philip Walsh, an associate professor at the Centre for
Urban Energy at Ryerson University in Toronto. “While the
polar vortex resulted in a colder-than-normal winter and a
short-term spike in prices, the
fact is we are seeing lower natural gas prices than we ever
have in the last 10 to 12 years.
This is a direct result of the
increased supply of natural
gas in North America.”
He points to research from
the United States that suggests North America has 100
years’ worth of available natural gas reserves to meet current and future demands.
“The supply is so great that
there is discussion about
exporting it. Meanwhile, we
could be using it to greater

effect here,” says Walsh. “For
example, we have been using
natural gas to heat our homes
and businesses, and natural
gas played a significant role
in assisting the province to
phase out coal-fired electricity. But it can play an equally
beneficial role in increasing
grid resiliency through applications such as combined
heat and power. Disasters like
Hurricane Sandy taught us
that using natural gas works
well as backup power for
critical infrastructure such as
hospitals.”
Residents and businesses
based in rural communities,

than Quebec or U.S. farmers
for energy,” says OFA president
Mark Wales. “Natural gas is a
game-changer for the agriculture industry. It’s one-quarter
the cost of electricity and onethird the cost of propane for
things like heating barns and
greenhouses.”
Baranski adds the benefits go beyond agriculture.
“Improving access to natural
gas is a way to kick-start the
economy and attract new
business and lure back major
manufacturers throughout
Ontario.”
Perhaps the most positive
economic and environmental

improving access to natural gas is a way
to kick-start the economy
including many farms, currently rely on oil, propane or
electricity, which means they
are paying up to 80% more for
heating than those using natural gas. In fact, the Ontario
Federation of Agriculture’s
main election priority is receiving a commitment from
all three political parties to
show leadership on the issue
of natural gas expansion to
help lower their costs and improve their chance to compete
at home and abroad.
“Ontario’s farmers pay more

impact of an increased role for
natural gas comes in the area
of transportation and how we
move goods and people on
Ontario roads. Transportation
is the biggest source of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
accounting for 34.1% of total
emissions in the province.
Natural gas burns cleaner and
produces up to 25% less GHG
emissions than conventional
gasoline or diesel fuels.
“Trucking fleets, which
largely run on diesel engines,
are a significant contributor of

GHG emissions because they
travel such long distances. By
transitioning to natural gaspowered fleets you can reduce
GHG emissions — but there
are also other benefits, such
as reduced truck noise and reduced pollution and particulate matter,” says Daniel Hoornweg, associate professor and
Jeffrey Boyce research chair in
natural gas as a transportation fuel at the University of
Ontario Institute of Technology. “The same is true of buses
that run on natural gas.”
Another key benefit: Over
the life of a vehicle, owners
can expect to save between
30% and 50% in fuel costs.
“It’s a big deal.”
Bottom line: Lower transportation costs have a ripple
effect across the entire supply
chain, resulting in cost savings
for the end user.
Hoornweg also suggests
that transitioning to natural-gas-powered vehicles is
a smart hedging strategy in
anticipation of future price
volatility for diesel and conventional gasoline. “Trucking
companies that switch over to
natural gas-powered fleets can
protect themselves from that
volatility.” In Ontario, most
of the municipal solid waste
collection fleets are already
switching to natural gas, he
adds.
The cost savings afforded
by natural gas presents a key

economic opportunity to industries such as mining, steel,
petrochemical and fertilizer
production — industries that
are all looking to expand or
create new operations.
One company that is doing
just that by transitioning to
natural gas is Goldcorp. The
senior gold producer recently
constructed a natural gas line
that has not only benefitted its
own operations, making them
more environmentally sustainable and cost-effective, but
has also helped local communities and businesses. Goldcorp
partnered with Union Gas and
all three levels of government
to build the 43-kilometre
pipeline making natural gas
the primary energy source for
Red Lake Mines and the 5,000
residents of this remote region
who previously relied on much
more expensive fuel oil to heat
their homes. The conversion
also represents a reduction of
250,000 to 350,000 tonnes of
carbon emissions over the life
of the project.
This is just one example of
the opportunity natural gas
can represent, Baranski says.
“We have a chance to pass on
significant savings to families
and businesses if we create an
energy policy that gives natural gas a more significant role.
North America is experiencing a natural gas revolution
and Ontario is poised to be at
the epicentre.”

This story was produced by Postmedia’s advertising department on behalf of ONGA for commercial purposes. Postmedia’s editorial departments had no involvement in the creation of this content.

